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In this disaster, the strength of the tsunami was weakened
by the embankment structure of the Sendai Eastern Road in
Wakabayashi Ward. In the 1611 tsunami caused by the Keicho
Earthquake in the Edo Period, needless to say, there was not
a structure of that kind and the waves reached farther inland.
There is a legend that Namiwake (literally translating “wave
dividing”) Shrine was established at the point to which the
past tsunami reached, which is approximately 5.5km inland
in Wakabayashi Ward. In the disaster of March 11, 2011, the
tsunami reached several hundred meters to the spot where
the shrine was first established. Also, there is a temple
located even farther inland, called Takoyakushido (octopus-
Buddha temple), which was named after the legend that a
Buddhist statue with octopus was washed ashore nearby.

It was only after the disaster that we discovered those
legends and origins of their names.
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