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Almost four years have passed since the disaster, and there
seems to be less and less opportunity to talk about it, even

in Sendai. Probably it is not easy for anybody to look back
and talk about it. Yet if it is about “food,” with which all of us
had some sort of trouble in that “extra-ordinary” everyday life
back then, we believe there are things all of us can talk about
regardless of the scale of damage one suffered.

“The First Meal After the Earthquake — When, Where and
What Did You Eat?” (in collaboration with the NPO 20th
Century Archive Sendai) was a participatory project in

which photographs related to “food” during the disaster are
exhibited and the audience are invited to write what they
were reminded of or what they thought on sticky-notes that
is to be put up with the photographs. It was an attempt to
provide a trigger for people to re-view the disaster as “their

own business.”

| could find rice
but not bread.
Ah how much

| wanted it!
Bread!
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A part-time farmer
guy at work made a lot
of onigiri (rice balls)
and brought them for

© us. | strongly felt the

sweetness of the rice,
and the strength of
farmers.

| had stored a lot of
cling wraps, having
seen records of Kobe.
They came in really

handy.
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“The First Meal After the Earthquake” Panels
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